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Thank you Madam Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest 
developments on various matters relating to the Health Overview and Scrutiny Committee. 
 
 
 
HEALTHIER TOGETHER 
 
The consultation on the Healthier Together proposals finally closed on Friday, 24th October 
2014. The consultation on the proposals ran for a 12 week period and the Committee 
received updates thereon at our two meetings held during that time in July and September. 
NHS England had been consulting on proposals to “improve standards of care across all 
hospitals in Greater Manchester and to improve greater access to local healthcare 
services, including GPs, primary and community care”. As the Council’s representative on 
the AGMA Health Scrutiny Committee I have attended many meetings at various levels at 
which I have taken soundings from the public and this has helped to frame the response 
that I personally forwarded on the published proposals. My fear is that these proposals 
have been foisted upon us and that the proposals are a token exercise. There has been a 
noticeable sense of apathy from the public about these proposals with sparsely attended 
public meetings thereon across Greater Manchester. I feel that the low level of attendance 
is evidence of the public’s scepticism about what is being suggested. We now, of course, 
await the results of the consultation exercise and the Health O&S Committee will be kept 
fully briefed on this matter, as will all Members the Council, as I will ensure that all 
information received is shared with other Members.     
 
 
TRANSPORT STUDY GROUP 
 
The Transport Study group held its first meeting on 28th November 2014 and is due to meet 
again on 16th January, which is just after the publication date for this Council meeting’s 
agenda. The Study Group comprises five Members, from different parties and its remit is to 
examine the numerous issues around transportation issues for patients, and their 
relatives/carers traveling to and from hospitals across Greater Manchester. From recent 
personal experience I know how delicate an issue this is for so many people in the 
Borough, especially for our residents who have to rely on public transport. We intend to 
look into the operations of Arriva Transport Limited, in the Borough and beyond.  
 
 
HOUSING STUDY GROUP 
 
I reported last time that, Councillor Linden, together with officers from the Strategic 
Housing Services team, submitted the final report of the Housing Scrutiny Study Group to 
the Health Overview and Scrutiny Committee.  The Housing Scrutiny Group was 
established to monitor the health and wellbeing of residents within the Borough in relation 
to housing provision and housing conditions. I am pleased to report, that the cabinet, on 
15th December approved the recommendations in the report. 
 
 
 
 



 
MATERNITY SERVICES 
 
Maternity Services have been considered by the Committee on several occasions thus far 
in 2014/15, and as a result Members of the Committee were afforded the opportunity to 
visit the Maternity Unit at the Royal Oldham Hospital to view and inspect the facilities for 
expectant mothers, and Members visited on 28th October and 7th November 2014, 
respectively, arising from issues raised in the Care Quality Commission’s (CQC) 
inspections of Maternity Services at the Royal Oldham Hospital. Altogether seven 
members of the Committee attended the visit and were unanimous in their admiration of 
the facilities that were available to expectant mothers and at the professionalism with which 
they were treated, and cared for, by the hospital’s staff. (Just a pity we do not have such a 
facility in the borough anymore). 
 
DENTAL SERVICES 
 
I reported in my last report to Council that I have been made aware of the standard of 
dental care, and more generally oral hygiene for children, that currently exists across the 
Borough. I was therefore pleased to receive a report on this matter at the Health Overview 
and Scrutiny Committee’s last meeting on 3rd December 2014. The Committee welcomed 
Gillian Davies (Specialist in Dental Public Health – NHS England) and Ruth Bardsley (RBC 
Public Health Service) and Darren King (a local dentist), who in turn addressed the 
Committee in respect of the National Dental Epidemiology Oral Health Survey of three year 
old children in 2013.  
 
The Committee scrutinised their report in detail and were informed that the survey findings 
indicated that overall there was a good provision of services and a good level of 
attendance. However, more work was required to increase prevention, including the need 
to increase breastfeeding, using fewer bottles and more fluoridated water. Members were 
updated on the data trends nationally and locally as well as the cause and control of tooth 
decay including, the work of The Dental Public Health Prevention Programme. Members 
were informed that the survey results would be used to target activity in the worst affected 
areas of the Borough. The Officers agreed to update the Committee on this matter in 
approximately six months. 
 
 
HEALTH AND WELLBEING BOARD 
 
A key aspect of the Health O&S Committee’s programme is to directly scrutinise the work 
of the Health and Wellbeing Board. In this regard I was pleased to see on the agenda of 
our last meeting, on 3rd December 2014, a number of issues that have previously been 
considered by the Health and Wellbeing Board, namely: the Joint Strategic Needs 
Assessment (JSNA); the CCG Sustainability Management Development Strategy and 
Action Plan; and a progress report on the Better Care Fund. With regard to the JSNA the 
Committee have resolved to devote our next meeting, on 3rd February 2015 to the 
development of the JSNA, which will be facilitated by staff from the Council’s Public Health 
Service.   
 
I personally feel that the workings of both the Health and Wellbeing Board and of the 
Health O&S Committee will function more efficiently if we can work together, and, in this 
vein, I am pleased that I will be invited to attend future meetings of the Health and 
Wellbeing Board in the capacity as an observer, and likewise that the Portfolio Holder with 
responsibility for Health, Councillor Cecile Biant, will attend meetings of the Health O&S 
Committee.    
 
 
 



 
I am pleased to see representatives of HealthWatch Rochdale in attendance at meetings of 
the Committee. I would like to see HealthWatch and the Council develop a fully functioning 
working relationship and in this regard I note that HealthWatch also attend meetings of the 
Health and Wellbeing Board. 
   
  
OTHER ISSUES: 
 
Once again I would ask that if any Member of the Council has a health related item they 
wish to be considered I am always amenable to an additional specific agenda item to be 
added. Also members are reminded that each meeting of the Committee commences with 
an Open Forum session at which members of the public have the opportunity to raise 
issues that are pertinent to the work of the Committee. I would also like to advise Members 
that any constituent who has a complaint to make about any NHS service can obtain a 
form from their local GP surgery, and a GP at the local surgery will pursue that complaint 
on the patient’s behalf. It is proposed that such complaints will be presented to the Health 
and Wellbeing Board.  
 
I would also ask that Members of Council to bear with me; and have patience with me at 
this time. I am still working from home and responding to any telephone calls and 
complaints I may receive. I am also finding that because of the experiences I am dealing 
with as a resident of the borough regarding health issues; will add to my knowledge as the 
Chair of Health O/S. Already I have had the experience of being told to go home at 2.30 in 
the morning (on my own). When a member of my family was rushed into North 
Manchester. What gets me is the fact that I am not young, am disabled and would have 
been on my own. So the question of (Were we not promised by the Trust that no one would 
be sent home in the middle of the night??) I am still receiving reports under my 
responsibility; and would like to thank councillors who have stepped in to chair any 
meetings I have not been able to get to. 

 
 
 
Councillor Linda Robinson 
Chair - Health Overview and Scrutiny Committee 
 
 
 

Thank you Madam Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of the Council 
about these or any other matter relating to the Health and Partnerships Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee. 

 


